
Civitans,

 The recent COVID-19 crisis is one like we have never seen before.  Our lives have 
seen significant changes quickly, in an effort to keep this virus from impacting our families and 
communities too greatly.  As we look to support and protect our membership at this time, we 
are reviewing several upcoming events to gauge whether or not they should continue in light 
of the ongoing circumstances.

 As many of you are well aware, school systems in more than 40 states shuttered 
in recent weeks and some have already announced they’ll remain closed into May or won’t 
reopen at all this school year.  This action alone affects our Junior Civitan program in big ways.  
Not only are our clubs not getting the chance to meet, our advisors and chairs are not allowed 
the opportunity to share ways to be a bigger part of the organization.

 Due to the school shutdowns and the uncertainty of how COVID-19 will develop, 
the Civitan International Board of Directors has voted to cancel the in-person Junior Civitan 
International Convention, scheduled for late June in Tampa, Florida.  Civitan International 
staff members are developing a plan to hold some of the events and trainings in alternative ways, 
which would include a virtual Dance-a-thon.  They have also looked through our governance 
documents with the help of our attorney to ensure our plans to replace international elections 
for this year only, are within our limits.  We will be distributing a finalized plan of how this all 
will work by May 1st to our related constituency groups.
 
 We know this is not the news anyone wanted to hear about this event, but we feel 
like it’s a good decision to protect our membership and to ensure they also have the time and 
resources to support their families and communities during this challenging period.

Sincerely,

Patsy Perkal
Civitan International President 2019-2020

Victoria Bailey
Junior Civitan International President, 2019-2020


